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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1968 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for  1968. 

The  birth  rate  was  slightly  lower  than  last  year  (16.92 
compared  with  17.86)  but  it  was  gratifying  to  find  that  the 
percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  lower  at  6.18  per  cent, 
compared  with  6.36  per  cent,  in  1967. 

The  death  rate  was  slightly  increased  at  13.82  compared  with 
13.59  in  1967.  However,  112  of  the  425  deaths  were  in  the  age 
group  65^ — 75,  and  183  were  75  and  over. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all  parts  of  the  body 
including  leukaemia  was  80,  an  increase  of  five  over  last  year. 
This  increase  was  made  up  of  cancer  of  various  parts  of  the  body. 
The  number  of  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung,  which  have  been 
progressively  rising  in  the  last  few  years,  on  this  occasion  fell  by 
seven. 

The  numbers  of  those  dying  from  coronary  disease  and  angina 
this  year  rose  by  nine  to  104. 

It  was  gratifying  to  find  that  deaths  from  motor  vehicle 
accidents  were  down  to  two  (seven  in  1967),  whilst  those  due  to 
all  other  accidents  were  halved  to  six.  There  was  only  one  suicide. 

The  infantile  mortality  continues  to  fall  and  this  year  our 
rate  was  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  (17.15  compared 
with  18  for  England  and  Wales),  though  the  Neo-natal  mortality 
rate  at  15.44  was  higher  than  last  year  (11.42)  and  higher  than  the 
national  rate  (12.3). 

Of  the  infants  dying  in  the  first  12  months  of  life,  nine  died 
within  the  first  four  days,  all  of  either  congenital  disease  and 
deformities  or  prematurity,  and  the  one  who  lived  to  six  months 
had  a congenital  heart  condition. 

Unfortunately  we  had  one  maternal  death  from  heart  failure 
in  the  area. 
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Two  deaths  occurred  from  tuberculosis  and  notifications  of 
the  disease  were  double  the  previous  year  at  20.  This  is  very 
disappointing  in  view  of  the  careful  visiting  of  cases  and  contact 
tracing  carried  out  by  the  health  visitors,  but  it  does  bring  home 
to  us  once  again  the  potential  danger  of  the  problem  families 
where  members  suffering  from  tuberculosis  refuse,  ignore  or  abuse 
their  treatment. 


The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  area, 
holding  sessions  in  Leeholme  and  Coundon.  They  also  visited 
the  West  Auckland  Trading  Estate  where  one  case  of  notifiable 
tuberculosis  was  discovered.  Seven  other  patients  were  referred 
to  the  chest  clinic,  one  of  whom  was  found  to  have  lung  cancer. 
A total  of  1,589  persons  availed  themselves  of  this  service,  double 
those  attending  last  year. 


There  were  25  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  from  the 
General  Hospital,  only  10  of  these  being  residents  of  this  area. 
This  ceased  to  be  a notifiable  infectious  disease  from  October  4th. 


We  should  be  pleased  to  observe  that  the  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases  at  144  were  the  lowest  since  1940.  However, 
we  should  not  be  too  complacent  about  the  measles  returns  (82 
compared  with  657  in  1967);  we  cannot  claim  the  use  of  measles 
vaccine  entirely  for  this  low  figure  as  this  year  we  would  normally 
expect  a lower  incidence  because  of  the  biennial  nature  of  the 
disease.  The  efficiency  of  our  campaign  will  only  become  apparent 
when  next  year’s  figures  become  available. 

Nine  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  none  of  them  serious, 
compared  with  only  two  last  year.  This  may  well  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  general  practitioners  are  being  encouraged  to  send 
laboratory  specimens  for  diagnosis  in  cases  of  diarrhoea. 


No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  or  Diphtheria  have  been  notified,  but 
this  should  not  indicate  any  lessening  of  our  efforts  to  have  all 
children  in  the  area  protected  against  these  diseases  and  also  against 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus.  This  is  best  carried  out  in  the 
pre-school  years  at  the  child  welfare  centres  or  by  general  practi- 
tioners with  booster  doses  at  school  entry.  At  this  age,  too,  there 
is  an  opportunity  to  complete  the  whole  course  of  protection  in 
children  who  have  missed  it  in  infancy.  I never  cease  to  be 
appalled  at  the  number  of  mothers  in  the  town  who,  when  advised 
to  have  their  baby  immunised,  say  “They  can  do  it  when  he  goes 
to  school” — surely  a thoughtless  procrastination  on  the  parents’ 
part. 
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B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  carried  out  in  the 
first  year  at  the  Secondary  Schools,  where  the  response  continues 
to  be  very  good. 

Fifty-five  staff  and  workmen  of  the  Council  were  vaccinated 
against  influenza  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  continues  to  supply  24  meals 
to  old  people  twice  a week,  for  which  we  continue  to  be  grateful 
to  all  helpers.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a waiting  list 
of  10. 

The  Meals  from  Neighbours  service  is  used  in  the  villages 
and  also  in  the  town  in  cases  of  emergency.  One  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  meals  were  cooked  by  helpful  neighbours  at  the 
request  of  the  Red  Cross,  who  run  this  service  and  to  whom  we 
offer  our  sincere  thanks. 

They  also  continue  to  run  a very  successful  Over-70  Tea  Club, 
catering  for  48  persons  once  a week,  with  a waiting  list  of  a 
similar  number. 

The  Red  Cross  also  run  a chiropody  service  which,  during 
the  year  has  given  437  treatments,  150  of  which  have  been  free, 
the  rest  paying.  We  are  very  grateful  to  the  chiropodist  who  gives 
her  services  free. 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  continues  to  carry  out 
visiting  of  the  aged  and  lonely  and  the  organisation  of  Christmas 
parcels,  helped  by  the  various  voluntary  organisations  in  the  town. 

The  number  of  people  provided  with  a home  help  during 
the  year  was  369  (334  in  1967).  Details  are  given  later  in  the 
report. 

Two  hundred  and  one  houses  were  built  by  the  Council;  64 
by  private  enterprise,  four  by  Durham  County  Council,  and  two 
houses  were  converted  into  flats,  making  a total  of  272  new  houses. 
In  1967,  250  houses  were  built.  One  case  of  tuberculosis  was 
rehoused  during  the  year. 

The  swimming  baths  are  very  popular  and  during  the  year 
have  attracted  301,599  swimmers  and  27,415  spectators.  The 
baths  were  officially  opened  on  10th  February,  1968,  by  Alderman 
J.  R.  S.  Middlewood,  O.B.E.,  J.P.,  D.L.  We  are  indeed  fortunate 
to  have  such  a large  modern  bath  and  a learners’  pool  with  such 
high  standards  of  cleanliness.  Repeated  samples  of  the  water  taken 
throughout  the  year  showed  no  contamination  whatsoever.  Let  us 
hope  this  will  encourage  the  entire  school  population  and  possibly 
their  parents  to  learn  to  swim. 
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In  giving  this,  my  first  annual  report,  I would  like  to  thank 
my  Council  for  their  patience  and  assistance  to  me  in  my  “settling- 
in”  days,  and  also  my  staff  for  their  very  efficient  and  loyal  service 
during  the  year. 


Area  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  9.336  acres.  The  estimated  popula- 
tion in  mid- 1968  was  34,740,  an  increase  of  90  on  the  previous 
year’s  estimate. 

The  rateable  value  at  the  end  of  1968  was  £1,056,887,  and 
the  product  of  a penny  rate  was  £4,054. 

The  number  of  houses  according  to  the  Council’s  rate  book 
was,  at  the  end  of  1968,  11,280;  shops  with  houses  223;  public 
houses  68. 


Vital  Statistics. 

In  the  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district, 
the  corrected  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  have 
been  used  and  the  rates  quoted  are  based  on  the  above-mentioned 
estimated  population. 


Live  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

547 

287 

260 

Illegitimate 

36 

25 

11 

TOTAL  ... 

583 

312 

271 

Comparability  Factors — Births  ...  ...  1.01 

Deaths  ...  ...  1.13 

Standard  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  ...  ...  16.95 

Standard  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  16.90 


Births. 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  16.92 


The  total  number  of  births  was  588;  313  Males;  275  Females. 
Illegitimate  live  births  total  36;  25  Males;  11  Females. 
Illegitimate  live  births  as  a percentage  of  total  live  births  = 
6.18  per  cent. 
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still  Births. 


Still  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL  ... 

5 

1 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  8.50 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  14.00 

Total  live  and  still  births  588;  313  Males;  275  Females. 
Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  10;  4 Males;  6 Females. 


Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  17.15 

For  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total  live  births...  18.00 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.28 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  15.44 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  12.30 

Legitimate  ...  Total  9 3 Males  6 Females 

Illegitimate  ...  Total  0 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  15.44 


England  and 

Wales 

10.50 

Legitimate 

...  Total  9 

3 Males 

6 Females 

Illegitimate 

...  Total  0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate. 

Still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  23.81 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  25.00 
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Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion). 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  1.70 


Deaths. 

After  correction  for  outwardly  and  inwardly  transferable 
(deaths  a total  of  425  (234  males  and  191  females)  deaths  of 
residents  was  recorded  during  the  year,  giving  a standard  death 
rate  of  13.82  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  in  1968  was  11.90. 
Cardio- vascular  diseases  accounted  for  161  of  the  total  deaths. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  recorded 
from  the  various  causes  during  the  year. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis,  including  late 
effects 

1 

1 

(1)  Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach  ... 

9 

7 

16 

(2)  Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung, 
Bronchus 

12 

4 

16 

(3)  Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 

— 

5 

5 

(4)  Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

— 

3 

3 

(5)  Leukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

(6)  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc. 

17 

22 

39 

Benign  and  unspecified  Neoplasms  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

4 

6 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Anaemias 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc. 

— 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

2 

6 

8 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ... 

6 

2 

8 

Hypertensive  Disease 

3 

2 

5 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ... 

65 

39 

104 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

6 

8 

14 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

34 

34 

68 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

15 

16 

31 

Influenza 

— 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

7 

8 

15 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

28 

5 

33 

Asthma 

— 

2 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

3 

— 

3 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

2 

3 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary 
System 

1 

1 

2 

Other  complications  of  Pregnancy,  etc. 

— 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies 

— 

2 

2 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

— 

1 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

2 

— 

2 

All  other  Accidents 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries  ... 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  external  causes  ... 

— 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

234 

191 

425 
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riie  table  on  Causes  of  Death  is  based  upon  information 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and 
deaths  from  the  various  infectious  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis) 
which  occurred  during  1968. 


Disease. 

Total  cases  notified 

Total  number  after 
corrected  diagnosis 

Cases  admitted  to 

.hospital 

Total  deaths 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

10 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

7 

— 

15 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

25 

25 

25 

— 

Measles 

83 

82 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

145 

144 

27 

15 

Fifteen  of  the  patients  suffering  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were 
not  normally  resident  in  the  Urban  District. 

This  is  the  lowest  number  of  cases  recorded  since  1940. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  in  arrangement  by  age  groups  the 
number  of  new  cases  notified  and  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
occurring  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

■ — • 

, — 

— 

45 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 
over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1968 

11 

8 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1967 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1966 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1965 

8 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1964 

7 

4 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1963 

7 

7 

• — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1962 

9 

6 

1 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1961 

12 

8 

4 

3 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1960 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1959 

9 

12 

3 

3 

3 

1 
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MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY 


Details  of  the  Unit’s  visit  are  as  follows: — 


Males  Females  Total 


Number  X-rayed  ...  629 

Number  referred  to  Doctor  ...  — 

Number  referred  to  Chest  Clinic  4 


960  1589 

— 7 

4 8 


Abnormalities  Found 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  notified  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  not  notified  ...  1 


Bronchial  Carcinoma  ...  ...  1 

Pneumoconiosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Atelectasis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ...  ...  1 

Normal  on  Investigation  ...  ...  1 

Did  not  attend  Clinic  ...  ...  1 
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Referred  to  Private  Doctor — 

Enlarged  Thyroid  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mitral  Stenosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hypertensive  Heart  ...  ...  1 

Dust  Fibrosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  3 
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WATER 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  took  75  samples  of  water 
during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  Board  sup- 
plies 1 1,983  houses  directly  from  the  mains,  no  house  being  supplied 
from  a standpipe.  No  case  of  contamination  occurred  in  the 
district  and  the  supply  was  satisfactory  in  quantity,  and  quality 
was  maintained.  So  far  as  is  known,  no  houses  are  without  a 
piped  water  supply. 


Chlorination  is  carried  out  after  all  mains  repairs  and  bacterio- 
logical tests  are  made  until  a satisfactory  result  is  obtained. 

Only  natural  fluoride  is  present  in  the  water  and  varies  from 
0.45  p.p.m.  to  0.1  p.p.m. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


On  April  1st  work  commenced  on  new  extensions  to  the  main 
works  comprising  mechanically  cleaned  grit  channels,  sludge  filter 
pressing  with  all  ancilliaries,  and  new  radial  flow  humus  tanks. 
Pipe  work  to  enable  residual  storm  water  to  be  brought  back  to 
the  inlet  of  the  works  for  full  treatment  is  also  being  installed. 

When  the  backlog  of  sludge  accumulated  in  the  works  has 
been  cleared  we  shall  be  in  a position  to  comply  with  the  River 
Authority  Regulations  regarding  effluent  standards. 


SEWERAGE 

The  system  continues  to  operate  reasonably  well  in  spite  of 
the  entrance  of  large  amounts  of  grit. 


SPECIAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(a)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  following  children  were  treated  during  the  year  in  their 

homes,  doctors’  surgeries.  County  clinics  or  schools. 

390  children  received  primary  full  courses  of  immunisation 
treatment. 

657  children  received  “booster”  doses,  either  singly  or  in 
combination. 

(b)  Whooping  Cough. 

329  children  were  vaccinated  against  Whooping  Cough  either 
singly  or  in  combination.  The  administration  of  com- 
bined Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  injections  has 
naturally  lowered  the  numbers  of  single  injections  against 
each  disease  alone. 

291  “booster”  doses  were  administered. 

(c)  Smallpox  Vaccination. 

194  primary  vaccinations  and  four  re- vaccinations  were  car- 
ried out  during  the  year. 

(d)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  was 

as  follows: — 

569  primaries. 

376  boosters. 
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(e)  B.C.G.  Vaccinations. 

No  children  were  Heaf  tested.  This  was  because  of  change 
over  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Half  this  age  group 
were  tested  in  late  1967  and  the  remainder  will  be  tested  in 
1969  and  vaccinated  where  necessary. 


(f)  Tetanus  Vaccinations. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  given  to  persons  under  16  years 
of  age  was  as  follows — 

483  primaries. 

686  boosters. 


(g)  Measles. 

742  children  were  vaccinated. 

(h)  Home  Help  Service. 

Number  of  cases  receiving  Home  Help  at  1 / 1 / 68  ...  254 

New  cases  served  during  the  year  ...  ...  115 

Total  number  of  cases  provided  with  help  during  year...  369 

Cases  terminated  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  91 

Cases  receiving  the  service  at  31/12/68  ...  ...  278 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


During  the  year  the  carcases  and  organs  of  11,568  animals 
were  inspected  in  the  course  of  634  visits  to  the  three  slaughter- 
houses. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  was  1,434  less 
than  1967. 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered 

1911 

477 

49 

4931 

4200 

Number  Inspected 

1911 

477 

49 

4931 

4200 

1.  TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

Parts  of  carcases 

condemned  

2 

2 

_ 

14 

Percentage  condemned  . . . 

0.1 

0.4 

— 

— 

0.3 

2.  CYSTICERCOSIS 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

Parts  of  carcases 
condemned  ... 

12 

4 

_ 

- 



Percentage  condemned  ... 

0.4 

0.4 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  carcases 
refrigerated 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3.  OTHER  DISEASES 
Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

Parts  of  carcases 
condemned  ... 

515 

203 

1 

441 

510 

Percentage  condemned  ... 

17.8 

26 

2 

8.9 

6 

In  addition  the  following  carcase  meat  was  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption; — 

769  lb.  Beef. 

931  lb.  Sheep  and  Lamb. 

1878  lb.  Pork. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS,  1963 

All  slaughtered  animals  were  examined  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Regulations,  and  the  carcases  of  those  found  to 
be  fit  for  human  consumption  were  stamped  by  the  inspecting 
officer. 

The  charges  imposed  brought  an  income  of  £580  17s.  6d. 
for  1968. 

The  income  from  meat  inspection  since  the  Regulations  came 
into  force  is: — 


1964 

£525 

6s. 

6d. 

1965 

£432 

3s. 

3d. 

1966 

£732 

2s. 

6d. 

1967 

£708 

19s. 

3d. 

1968 

£580 

17s. 

6d. 

TOTAL 

£2,979 

9s. 

Od. 

ICE  CREAM 


Fifty  samples  were  taken  in  1968  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Northallerton,  and  graded  for  purity.  The  grades  are 
shown  in  comparison  with  previous  years. 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Total 

Grade  1 

2 

11 

24 

10 

13 

12 

8 

8 

14 

102 

Grade  2 

6 

4 

8 

6 

9 

7 

3 

3 

12 

58 

Grade  3 

3 

12 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

— 

6 

33 

Grade  4 

4 

11 

8 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

18 

53 

Totals 

15 

38 

44 

20 

26 

26 

14 

13 

50 

246 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

The  results  of  milk  samples  taken  in  the  Urban  Area  by  the 
County  Health  Inspector  were: — 


Designation 

Number 

Examined 

Tests 

Applied 

Test  Result 

Passed 

Void 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

182 

Methylene 

161 

15 

6 

Blue 

Phospha- 

tase 

182 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

29 

Turbidity 

29 

— 

— 

Untreated 

26 

Methylene 

26 

— 

— 

Blue 

Biological 

8 

— 

— 

Anti-Biotic 

26 

— 

— 

15 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Two  hundred  and  eighteen  visits  were  made  to  food  premises 
and  it  was  necessary  to  serve  46  informal  and  nine  formal  notices 
to  remedy  defects  or  supply  amenities. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 
ACT,  1963 

At  the  end  of  1968  the  total  number  of  premises  registered 
was  279,  all  of  which  had  received  a general  inspection  since  the 
Act  came  into  operation. 


(a)  Registration  and  Inspections. 


Class  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during 
the  year. 

Total  No. 
of 

Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of 
year. 

No.  of 
Registered 
Premises 
receiving 
a General 
Inspection 
during 
the  year. 

No.  of 
Notices 
Served. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Offices 

1 

77 

1 

4 

Retail  Shops 

5 

172 

5 

21 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

— 

10 

— 

— 

Catering  Establish- 
ments, open  to  the 

public:  Canteens 

2 

19 

2 

4 

Fuel  Storage  Depots... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

8 

279 

8 

29 

(b)  Persons  Employed. 


Class  of  Workplace 

(I) 

Number  of 
Persons 
Employed 
(2) 

Offices 

576 

Shops 

1,611 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

106 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public; 
Canteens 

120 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

5 

TOTAL 

2,418 

Total  Males  856;  Total  Females  1,562. 
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FACTORIES 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 
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PART  VIII.  3 outworkers  listed.  Work — Making,  etc.,  cleaning  and  washing,  etc.,  of  wearing  apparel. 


HOUSING 


(a)  Clearance  Areas. 

Two  clearance  areas  were  represented  to  the  Council  for 
subsequent  transmission  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  The  areas  were: — 


Area 

Number  of 
Houses 

Eden  Terrace,  Coundon 

27 

Tees  Terrace,  Coundon 

28 

Wye  Terrace,  Coundon 

27 

Esk  Terrace,  Coundon 

26 

Tyne  Terrace,  Coundon 

28 

Isaac’s  Houses,  Coundon 

6 

TOTAL  ...  142 

(b)  Individual  Orders. 


Housing  Act  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of: — 


House(s) 

25  Newton  Cap  Bank,  Bishop  Auckland 
15  Jackson  Street,  Coundon  Grange 
28  Park  View  Terrace,  New  Coundon 
1 High  Deanery  Street,  Eldon  Lane 

19  Etherley  Moor 

4 Brancepeth  Terrace,  Bishop  Auckland 
9 Park  Terrace,  Witton  Park 

West  Auckland  Colliery  House 

5 Southgate  Street,  Bishop  Auckland 
5b  Southgate  Street,  Bishop  Auckland 

6 Southgate  Street,  Bishop  Auckland 

7 Southgate  Street,  Bishop  Auckland 
60  A Wharton  Street,  Coundon  ... 

87  Wharton  Street,  Coundon 

88  Wharton  Street,  Coundon 

217a  Newgate  Street,  Bishop  Auckland 
6 Brook  Street,  Coundon  Grange  . . . 

20  Main  Street,  South  Church  ... 

14  Quarry  Houses,  Westerton 

5 Kilburn’s  Yard,  Bishop  Auckland 
3 William  Street,  Auckland  Park  ... 

17  Park  Terrace,  Coundon  Grange 
57  Gurney  Valley 

1 Back  West  Road,  Bishop  Auckland 
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Order 

Closing 

Closing 

Demolition 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Demolition 

Closing 

Demolition 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Demolition 

Demolition 


2 Back  West  Road,  Bishop  Auckland 
95  Collingwood  Street,  Coundon  ... 

97  Collingwood  Street,  Coundon  ... 

30  Park  Road,  Witton  Park 
62  Etherley  Lane,  Bishop  Auckland 
14  Victoria  Lane,  Coundon 
39  Collingwood  Street,  Coundon  ... 

43  Wesley  Street,  Coundon  Grange 

3 Leonard  Terrace,  Coundon  Grange 
81  Wharton  Street,  Coundon 

27  Collingwood  Street,  Coundon  ... 

9 Great  Gates,  Bishop  Auckland  ... 

137  Front  Street,  West  Auckland  ... 

9b  Great  Gates,  Bishop  Auckland 
26  Thomas  Street,  Auckland  Park 

1 Amblers  Terrace,  Close  House  ... 

2 Amblers  Terrace,  Close  House  ... 

3 Amblers  Terrace,  Close  House  ... 

4 Amblers  Terrace,  Close  House  ... 

A TOTAL  OF  43  HOUSES 


Demolition 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Undertaking 

Undertaking 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Closing 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Demolition 

Demolition 


The  following  were  submitted  to  the  Council  as  unfit,  but 
Orders  had  not  been  made  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

5  Newton  Cap  Bank,  Bishop  Auckland. 

22  Southgate  Street,  Bishop  Auckland. 

14  Brook  Street,  Coundon  Grange. 

32  Main  Street,  South  Church. 

1 Park  Terrace,  Witton  Park. 

43  Gibbon  Street,  Bishop  Auckland. 


Houses  where  Defects  were  Remedied. 

1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

By 

Owner 

(i)  After  informal  action 

...  101 

(ii)  After  formal  action 

...  32 

2.  HOUSING  ACTS. 

By  Local 
Authority 
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(d)  Rent  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  ...  Nil 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificate  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Undertakings  received  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  ...  ...  Nil 
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(c)  Inspections. 

(i)  Under  Public  Health,  Housing  and  Rents  Act  ...  2,308 

(ii)  Under  Housing  and  House  Purchase  Acts  ...  104 


(0  Houses  Demolished  or  Closed. 


Demolished 

Rehoused 

or  Closed 

Persons 

Families 

(i) 

In  Clearance  Areas 
Houses  unfit  for 

habitation 

164 

652 

210 

(ii) 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 
Action  under  Section  17 

(i)  Housing  Act,  1957 

26 

27 

11 

(iii) 

Unfit  Houses  Closed 
Action  under  Section  16 

(4)  and  17  (i)  Housing 
Act,  1957 

13 

49 

13 

Improvement  of  Houses. 

Discretionary 

Standard 

Grant 

Grant 

(i) 

Number  of  applications 
mitted  in  1968 

sub- 

43 

17 

(ii) 

Number  of  applications  rejected 

— 

— 

(iii)  Total  number  of  applications 

approved  since  inception 

354 

522 

(iv) 

Total  number  of  grants  paid 

since  inception 

... 

274 

399 

(h)  New  Houses. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Built  by  Council 

61 

63 

— 

40 

245 

332 

146 

201 

Built  by  Private 
Enterprise 

18 

56 

63 

123 

22 

61 

99 

64 

Built  by  Durham 
County  Council... 

8 

3 

_ 

_ 

1 

. 

4 

Converted  into 

Flats  ... 

2 

11 

1 

4to8 

Flats 

2to4 

Flats 

Converted  from 
other  Premises  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

80 

129 

77 

163 

268 

395 

250 

272 
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(i)  Rehousing — Housing  Allocations. 


New 

Dwellings 

Re-Lets  of 
Existing 
Accommoda- 
tion 

Total 

Slum  Clearance 

169 

59 

228 

General  List 

4 

47 

51 

Aged  Persons  List  ... 

— 

15 

15 

Keyworkers 

12 

12 

24 

Transferred  Sitting 
Tenants 

16 

28 

362 

TOTALS  ... 

201 

161 

44 

(ii)  Overcrowded  Families. 

Of  the  362  families  rehoused  during  the  year,  94  were 
statutorily  overcrowded. 

(iii)  Families  Suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

One  case  was  rehoused  in  1968. 


(j)  House  Waiting  Lists. 

As  at  31st  December,  1968. 


Tenants 

Sub- 

Tenants 

Total 

General  Waiting  List 

357 

82 

439 

Aged  Persons  Waiting  List  ... 

189 

15 

204 

TOTALS  ... 

546 

97 

643 

GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SUMMARY 


Particulars. 

Number  of 
Visits. 

Factories  Act 

15 

Public  Health  Acts 

1,080 

Housing  Acts 

1,228 

Grants — Improvements 

104 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

43 

Drainage 

158 

Conversions 

5 

Public  Cleansing 

564 

Miscellaneous 

312 

Food  Premises 

247 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

39 

Slaughterhouses 

634 

Clean  Air  Act 

9 

TOTAL 

4,438 

Number  of  Interviews — 569. 
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CONVERSIONS  TO  WATER  CARRIAGE  SYSTEM 

One  ash  closet  was  converted  to  water  carriage.  At  the  end 
of  the  year — due  to  conversions,  demolitions,  improvements  and 
the  erection  of  new  houses — the  numbers  of  the  various  sanitary 
conveniences  in  the  Urban  District  were  as  follows:— 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  13,221 

Ash  ClOvSets  ...  ...  333 

Since  1954,  2,125  conversions  have  been  carried  out. 


CONVERSIONS 


Year 

Owners 

Local 

Authority 

Total 

1954 

no 

317 

427 

1955 

117 

34 

151 

1956 

115 

232 

347 

1957 

57 

188 

245 

1958 

70 

271 

341 

1959 

61 

92 

153 

1960 

59 

— 

59 

1961 

42 

— 

42 

1962 

40 

161 

201 

1963 

16 

79 

95 

1964 

20 

— 

20 

1965 

6 

— 

6 

1966 

2 

30 

32 

1967 

5 

— 

5 

1968 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

721 

1,404 

2,125 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  Properties  in 

District 

13,821 

69 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  following  notifica- 
tion 

206 

8 

(b)  Number  infested  by — 

(i)  Rats 

171 

8 

(ii)  Mice 

17 

— 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and  / or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

21 

(b)  Number  infested  by — 

(i)  Rats 

12 

(ii)  Mice 

4 

— 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
ON  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Last  year  reference  was  made  to  the  changing  nature  of  refuse 
due  principally  to  the  vast  quantities  of  wrapping  materials  that 
are  used.  It  is  difficult  to  sense  this  change  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  daily  wants  but  the  fact  is  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a refuse 
volume  explosion. 

This  is  the  major  problem  in  public  cleansing,  and  one  which 
cannot  be  ignored  because  of  the  effect  it  has  not  only  on  costs 
but  in  determining  methods  of  storage,  collection  and  disposal. 

The  practical  effects  can  be  seen  by  the  extra  loads  that  go 
to  the  tip  each  week;  the  refuse  collection  vehicles  being  filled  with 
rubbish  from  40-50  houses  instead  of  the  70-80  houses  ten  years 
ago;  and  the  proportion  of  paper  and  polythene  in  the  refuse  which 
is  now  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  the  total  volume. 

In  addition  other  changes  over  the  past  few  years  have  meant 
that  “effective  time,”  i.e.  time  spent  actually  collecting  refuse,  has 
been  reduced.  “Planned“  housing  estates,  often  without  rear  access 
but  with  unreasonably  long  walks  from  vehicle  to  bin;  reduced 
working  week  from  44  to  40  hours;  increase  in  the  number  of  days 
holiday  each  year;  difficulties  in  recruiting  and  retaining  reliable 
labour,  all  combine  to  reduce  this  collection  time. 

Following  my  report  early  in  the  year  on  these  problems,  and 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government’s  Working  Party  Report  on  Refuse  Storage  and  Collec- 
tion, the  Council  decided  to  take  positive  measures  to  improve 
this  service. 

New  compression  refuse  collection  vehicles,  an  extended  appli- 
cation of  the  paper  sack  system  of  refuse  storage;  and  full  imple- 
mentation of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  will  soon  be  proof  of  this 
determination  to  meet  change  — which  is  the  only  constant  in 
public  cleansing. 


Housing  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection. 

A weekly  collection  from  all  domestic  properties  continues. 
At  commercial  and  industrial  premises  the  collections  are  more 
frequent — sometimes  daily. 

At  the  end  of  1968  we  were  collecting,  weekly,  refuse  from 
more  than  13,500  dustbins,  removing  155  paper  sacks  and  cleansing 
333  ash  closets. 

One  improvement  over  1967  was  the  reduction  of  84  ash 
closets  due  mainly  to  the  demolition  of  unfit  houses. 
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in  addition,  there  must  be  added  the  extra  refuse  to  that  in 
the  bins,  etc.,  and  the  bulky  items  such  as  mattresses,  furniture,  etc. 

Vehicles. 

The  Council  decided  that  the  existing  side  loading  vehicles 
should  be  replaced.  The  new  rear-loading  compression  vehicles 
are  to  be  acquired  over  a period  of  four  years  commencing  1969. 

With  reasonable  manoeuvrability  and  far  greater  capacity  four 
new  vehicles  will  enable  us  to  merge  collection  districts  and  cope 
With  the  increased  volume. 

Civic  Amenities  Act. 

This  came  into  effect  in  1968.  It  was  thought  that  providing 
access  to  the  tip  for  disposal  of  unwanted  bulk  refuse  would  not 
be  desirable,  and  hardly  help  those  without  means  of  transporting 
their  waste  to  the  tip. 

It  was  agreed  that  by  using  pre-paid  postcards  any  house- 
holder would  be  able  to  have  collected,  free  of  charge,  all  reason- 
able quantities  of  bulk  refuse. 

Since  the  operation  of  the  Act,  i.e.  July,  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  192  postcards  were  received  and  the  collections  arranged. 

With  abandoned  cars  a different  approach  was  necessary. 
The  system  adopted  was,  after  legal  requirements  were  completed, 
for  a Contractor  to  remove  designated  abandoned  cars  for  ultimate 
destruction.  This  arrangement  is  without  charge  to  the  Council. 

By  December  48  abandoned  cars  had  been  removed  either 
by  the  reputed  owner,  or  the  Contractor. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Three  tips  were  available,  but  all  refuse  was  taken  to  Gurney 
Valley. 

Again,  repeated  breakdown  of  the  bulldozer  made  controlled 
tipping  impossible.  This  machine  is  now  at  an  age  when  continued 
use  is  very  expensive,  and  it  should  be  replaced  as  early  as  possible 
in  1970 — assuming  reasonable  operational  use  until  then. 

Tipping  space  is  at  a premium,  and  the  Gurney  Valley  Tip 
has  a life  of  perhaps  six  or  seven  years.  Looking  to  the  future  the 
Council  instructed  me  to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  refuse 
disposal  by  mechanical  means. 

During  the  year  I made  many  visits  to  pulverisation  and 
incineration  plants  throughout  the  country,  and  a report  will  be 
presented  in  1969.  433  tickets  were  purchased  by  private  individuals 
or  firms  allowing  them  to  dispose  of  trade  refuse  at  Gurney  Valley. 
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Salvage. 

During  1968,  70  tons  5 cwts  and  2 quarters  of  salvage  were 
d'spatched  to  Board  Mills  or  Paper  Merchants.  The  reduced 


tonnage  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  the  loss  of  time  available  for 

collection,  sorting  and  baling  due  to  a relative  high  sickness 

rate ; 

and  also  to  the  increasing  number  of  private  firms  and  individuals 

who  now 

compete  for  the  collection  of  this  material. 

Dispatch  of  Salvage 

Date 

No.  Bales 

Grade 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

12-  3-68 

99 

Mixed  Paper 

7 

9 

3 

12-  3-68 

99 

Fibreboard 

6 

11 

0 

25-  6-68 

150 

Fibreboard 

9 

11 

1 

6-  8-68 

no 

Fibreboard 

7 

1 

1 

6-  8-68 

80 

Mixed  Paper 

5 

18 

0 

29-  8-68 

135 

Fibreboard 

8 

5 

2 

31-10-68 

116 

Fibreboard 

7 

4 

2 

31-10-68 

121 

Mixed  Paper 

8 

14 

3 

6-12-68 

144 

Fibreboard 

9 

9 

2 

TOTAL  ... 

70 

5 

2 

Paper  Tonnage  Despatched 

1957-1968 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

1957 

40 

0 

0 

1958 

51 

9 

0 

1959 

73 

2 

0 

1960 

168 

14 

0 

1961 

170 

6 

1 

1962 

159 

17 

0 

1963 

196 

19 

3 

1964 

181 

18 

3 

1965 

140 

16 

1 

1966 

99 

9 

1 

1967 

84 

2 

2 

1968 

70 

5 

2 

TOTAL 

...  1437 

0 

1 

Income 

(a) 

Waste  paper  and 

Fibreboard 

£623 

19  3 

(b) 

Trade  Refuse 

£859 

10  8 

(c) 

Disposal  Charges 

£212 

7 6 

£1,695 

17  5 
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Total  income  since  1958  from  all  sources  (including  £200 
per  annum  from  a Contractor  at  Gurney  Valley  Tip  up  to  1967) 
was — £23,748  11s.  9d. 


Income  1957-1968 


Year 

Paper  Sales 

Trade  Refuse 

Scrap 

Total 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1957 

290 

12 

6 

122 

7 

10 

41 

15 

0 

454 

15 

4 

1958 

318 

3 

9 

261 

1 

3 

21 

14 

6 

600 

19 

6 

1959 

633 

7 

6 

399 

16 

0 

9 

0 

0 

1,042 

3 

6 

1960 

1,133 

8 

0 

656 

13 

0 

8 

1 

0 

1,798 

2 

0 

1961 

1,128 

14 

6 

1,015 

5 

0 

104 

13 

0 

2,248 

12 

6 

1962 

1,359 

7 

9 

1,034 

9 

0 

3 

4 

0 

2,397 

0 

9 

1963 

1,575 

7 

3 

1,156 

8 

1 

2,731 

15 

4 

1964 

1,455 

17 

6 

1,258 

19 

9 

2 

5 

0 

2,717 

2 

3 

1965 

1,326 

7 

2 

1,179 

0 

6 

2,505 

7 

8 

1966 

929 

5 

0 

785 

3 

4 

1,714 

8 

4 

1967 

799 

10 

11 

758 

8 

7 

1,557 

19 

6 

1968 

623 

19 

3 

859 

10 

8 

4 

0 

0 

1,487 

9 

11 

Totals 

£11,574 

1 

1 

£9,487 

3 

0 

£194 

12 

6 

£21,255 

16 

7 

Staff. 


The  following  table  shows  days  lost  due  to  sickness, 
absenteeism  and  holidays  in  1968. 


Month 

Sickness 

Absent 

Holidays 

Total 

January 

99 

151 

5 

1191 

February 

67 

9 

5 

81 

March  ... 

70i 

12 

5 

871 

April 

68 

10 

10 

88 

May 

76 

14 

19 

109 

June 

341 

3 

60 

971 

July  

37 

5 

115 

157 

August 

30 

71 

89 

1261 

September 

2 

61 

681 

October 

46 

6 

37 

89 

November 

44 

9 

5 

58 

December 

19 

6 

— 

25 

TOTALS 

5961 

99 

411 

1,1061 
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rhe  following  table  compares  time  lost  due  to  sickness  in 
1968  with  the  preceding  11  years. 


Month 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Jan.  ... 

82 

5 

31 

30 

35 

16 

52i 

67 

73 

64 

99 

Feb.  ... 

89 

56 

54 

84 

109 

25 

99 

73 

81 

39i 

67 

Mar.  ... 

53 

37 

15 

31 

54 

31 

59 

91 

82 

39 

70i 

April  ... 

35 

54 

13 

48 

60 

13 

74 

84 

28 

99 

68 

May  ... 

16 

47 

21 

42 

88 

1 

63i 

60 

27 

1214 

76 

June  ... 

29 

7 

— 

50 

41 

5 

55i 

100 

— 

if 

341 

July  ... 

10 

5 

• — 

31 

37 

13 

30 

48 

■ — 

36 

37 

Aug.  ... 

41 

21 

11 

11 

27 

10 

30 

48 

25 

51 

30 

Sept.  ... 

85 

46 

53 

10 

22 

20 

70i 

55 

32 

46 

5i 

Oct.  ... 

45 

14 

40 

15 

45 

35 

67 

39 

— 

51 

46 

Nov.  ... 

2 

— 

65 

18 

11 

20 

66 

24 

26 

108 

44 

Dec.  ... 

2 

43 

37 

22 

3 

1 

67i 

30 

24 

31 

19 

Totals  . 

489 

335 

340 

392 

532 

190 

734i 

719 

398 

763 

5961 

Time  lost  due  to  sickness  and  absenteeism  in  1968  was  695^  days. 


Public  Conveniences. 

During  the  year  repairs  had  to  be  carried  out  to  keep  pace 
with  acts  of  vandalism.  Luckily  this  was  mainly  of  a minor 
nature. 

Following  a review  of  the  public  toilets  in  the  town  it  was 
decided  that  next  year  alterations  should  be  carried  out  to  the 
Bondgate  toilets  to  improve  their  general  standards. 
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Pulmonary  Cases 
Non-Pulmonary  Cases 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — Notifications  and  Deaths 
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